Internationally
Mediated Peace:
Bosnia-Herzegovina's
Path to Peace

How the peace process ended the war through
coercive diplomacy but left unresolved divisions
in its wake.

The conflict in Bosnia emerged from the violent collapse of
Yugoslavia. As national identities hardened and institutions fell
apart, communities turned against each other and war took
hold. The process that followed focused on ending the war.
But it came at the cost of rebuilding trust and relationships.

Managing Conflict
through International Mediation

As the war deepened, the world watched with alarm and Bosnia became a
major international concern. Fears of regional instability and the scale of
humanitarian atrocities, drove international actors to try to mediate an
agreement. Years of international efforts failed until the US led a final,
coercive push.
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From War
to Imposed Peace

At Dayton, the US used
coercive diplomacy, including
the threat of military action,
to impose an agreement that
would end the war.

Croatia & Bosnian Croats

Bosniaks

No joint table or
joint sessions existed

International

mediators Serbia &

\Bosnian Serbs

The process brought an immediate halt to violence. It was designed to
stop the war not to resolve the underlying conflict. Mediated and
enforced by international actors, it was shaped outside Bosnia with
no space for local ownership.

Shuttle diplomacy with pre-drafted
agreements where coercive leverage

was used to push compromises
under strict deadlines

The Dayton Peace Accords contained the
violence but the relationships at the heart of
the conflict were never transformed.

A Fragile Peace,
Unresolved Conflict
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Three decades on, peace holds. But the system remains fragile,
shaped by mistrust and competing visions of the future.

Get more information
on this topic
Visit cydialogue.org

This publication was funded by the European
Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility

of the Cyprus Dialogue Forum and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the European Union.



